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TESTIMONY OF THE CONNECTICUT JUVENILE JUSTICE ALLIANCE 

FOR THE PUBLIC HEALTH COMMITTEE 

MARCH 8, 2013 

 

CAUTION AND CONCERN ON PROPOSED S.B. No. 374 AN ACT REQUIRING 

BEHAVIORAL HEALTH ASSESSMENTS FOR CHILDREN 

 

 

Senator Gerratana, Representative Johnson and members of the Public Health Committee, thank you for 

the opportunity to testify today.  My name is Abby Anderson; I am the executive director of the 

Connecticut Juvenile Justice Alliance.  The Alliance is a statewide, nonprofit organization working to 

reduce the number of children and youth entering the juvenile and criminal justice system, and 

advocating a safe, effective and fair system for those involved. 

 

Regarding SB 374, the Alliance is generally in favor of increasing access to behavioral health services 

for children.  We are concerned however, that the language here mentions only increasing access to 

assessments.  We are in favor of assessments, but not in a vacuum.  If we identify more children facing 

behavioral health difficulties without increasing access to the services those children need, we could be 

doing them more harm than good.  Identification or “labeling” of children could lead to them being 

bullied by peers, singled out by teachers or suspended, expelled or arrested at a higher rate that their 

peers.  

 

According to research by CT Voices for Children, during the 2010-2011 school year, special education 

students were three times as likely to be arrested as regular education students.  Previous research by 

Voices showed similar disparities in special education students being suspended and expelled at higher 

rates than their peers.  The purpose of identifying the needs of these children is to ensure they their 

families and teachers have the necessary tools and supports to be effective learners and teachers.  It puts 

students’ behaviors into context for the adults around him or her and causes plans to be developed to 

respond appropriately.  

 

We applaud the committee’s desire to ensure that as a state we are responding to the mental health needs 

of our children and youth.  We request that any new assessment be coupled with an equal commitment 

to service provision to avoid any unintended consequences.  We also urge you to look at other “low 

hanging fruit” that could address assessment and access issues.  For example, providers of clinical 

supports are often unable to provide their services on school grounds because of licensing and billing 

restrictions.  And yet, schools are a perfect place to provide these services since the children and 

families are already there.  

 

I am also attaching a memo outlining children’s mental health priorities agreed upon by a key group of 

stakeholders across Connecticut.  This document includes other ideas about how to transform and 

improve the children’s mental health system.  Thank you for the opportunity to testify.  I am happy to 

answer any questions you may have via phone or email at 203-579-2727 or abby@ctjja.org. 

 

Alliance member organizations:  
AFCAMP, Center for Children’s Advocacy, Center for Effective Practice, CHDI Children’s Community 

Programs, Connecticut Association for Human Services, Connecticut Legal Services, Connecticut 

Voices for Children, Connecticut Youth Services Association, Community Partners in Action, FAVOR, 

FSW, NAMI Connecticut and the Keep the Promise Coalition, Office of the Chief Public Defender, 

Office of the Child Advocate, RYASAP, The Tow Foundation, The Village for Families and Children 
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Connecticut’s leading stakeholders representing the rights and interests of 

children and adolescents have agreed on a set of guiding principles and 

recommendations to strengthen the mental health systems of care across 

the home, school, and community settings: 

I. Ensure access to quality community mental health services for 

all of Connecticut’s children.  Every child in every neighborhood 

deserves access to mental health services irrespective of insurance 

status, setting, or system involvement (child welfare, juvenile justice, 

behavioral health, school). 

II. Promote early identification and intervention of mental health 

problems in young children.  Every child in every neighborhood 

has access to an early childhood specialist and to a pediatric 

healthcare clinician trained to identify and triage mental health 

problems in infants and toddlers.  

III. Expand and improve access to school-based and school-linked 

mental health services.  Every child in every neighborhood attends 

a school staffed by a full-time school social worker and school 

psychologist, each of whom has a manageable case load. 

IV. Ensure that quality mental health services are adequately 

reimbursed and funded.  Health plans must be held accountable for 

any and all violations of the Mental Health Parity and Addiction 

Equity Act of 2008. 

 


